The study of alchemy followed the same terrestrial course from country to country as did the identification of Jupiter, Mars, Luna, Sol, Saturn, Venus, and Mercury with seven metals.
conjoined led to the formation of base metals. Sulphur and mercury of ordinary purity produced gold; and philosophic or "sophic" sulphur and mercury gave rise to a superfine gold which was the philosophers' stone.
With the spread of the Islamic empire, Arabic knowledge of astrology and alchemy, with its heritage from Babylonia and Greece, was diffused through Spain and Sicily into the rest of Europe. Astrology and alchemy received a new impetus. Into the sixteenth century, dominion of the heavenly bodies over earthly things was regarded in most quarters as natural law.
During the first half of that century, the painter Domenico Beccafumi flourished in Siena where he designed part of the celebrated marble pavement in the cathedral. He also produced a set of woodcuts referred to by Vasari as being alchemical in subject. The sequence and meaning of the series, however, have never been adequately discussed. It has been suggested that they were intended to illustrate the Pirotechnia, a book of practical metallurgical instruction published in 1540 by the Sienese Vanno Biringuccio. Instead, it seems more likely that they were intended as illustrations for an alchemical text.
The two groups of speculators on the behavior of metals-the practical craftsmen and the alchemists-held many theories in common about the origin and refining of metals. Both were disinclined to reveal their secrets. Whereas the alchemists were graphomaniacs, veiling their knowledge however in "mistie speach" to keep it from the vulgar, the craftsmen simply refrained from writing: there is not one original text on metallurgy in the fifteenth century, and little enough thereafter.
That a practical tradition did exist is evident from the full-fledged techniques for assaying and
9
The Metropolitan Museum of Art is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to
The 
